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An Experimental Study of the Method for the Fluent Reading

of Japanese Fingerspelling

Keiko Otsuchi
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

In recent years, the number of deaf children attending general schools has increased, partly

due to the development of inclusive education and the improved performance of hearing aids and

cochlear implants, and so on. Communication methods between deaf persons and hearing persons

include sign language and fingerspelling etc. However, in Japan, there are few people who have

mastered sign language and fingerspelling, and therefore, sufficient support has not been provided

to them. This study focused on fingerspelling as a method of support for deaf children and examines

an "effective method of learning fingerspelling” for the supporters to learn to read the finger

letters fluently. Fluency building with frequent and short repeated exercises has been shown to be

effective in learning proficiency. Fluency building for the reading of finger letters was found to be

effective in improving reading fluency and retaining the learning effect. On the other hand, no clear

effect of fluency building was found in the practical test, in which learners watch a video and read

a word consisting of two finger letters. The future work will be to apply the results of this study

to the learning of fingerspelling and sign language to contribute to the improvement of supportive

skills in inclusive education.

Key words : learning fingerspelling, support for deaf children, fluency building
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