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Efforts to Teach About Child Abuse in the Field of Childcare in High

School Home Economics
: Based on a Questionnaire Survey of Home Economics Teachers in Japan

Kazumi Tabuki

Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

Education to prevent child abuse is a pressing challenge for Japanese schools. Child abuse is
mentioned in the high school curriculum guidelines for two compulsory home economics courses.
This study aimed to examine efforts by high school home economics teachers to address the topic
of child abuse in classes in the childcare section of the course. A questionnaire was administered to
home economics teachers in a random sample of 1,000 public senior high schools in Japan offering
general courses only. A total of 282 valid responses were obtained. Results revealed that 246
schools (87.2%) offered classes dealing with child abuse, and 221 schools (78.4%) reported that high
school home economics education contributes to the prevention of child abuse. It is concluded that
class study in the following areas may contribute to the prevention of child abuse: understanding
children; appropriate parent-child relations; current status of child abuse; childcare anxiety and

stress; childcare support; children’s human rights; children’s rights; and child welfare.

Key words : high school home economics, child abuse, preventive education, questionnaire survey
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