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Comparison and Examination of Instruction Methods Based on the Course
of Study for Kindergarten (1)

Ryo Watanabe
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

The purpose of this paper was to conduct a detailed examination of instruction methods by
performing a chronological comparison based on the Course of Study for Kindergarten. When
instruction methods based on a systematic curriculum are treated as “teacher-centric” and
instruction methods based on a child-centered curriculum as “child-centric,” it is conceivable that
these relationships pertain to the instruction methods based on the 1964 course and those based
on the 1989 course, respectively. Based on a detailed comparison of these instruction methods, we
examined the instruction methods based on the current 2017 course, whereupon we ascertained
that an understanding of the internal workings of the activities of each individual child is an
indispensable instruction method for the purpose of understanding learning and activity processes
while being specifically aimed at “natural gifts and ability” and “desired development by the end of
early childhood.” In addition, we were able to interpret the concepts of curriculum formulation so as
to carry forward the “child-centric” concept from the 1989 course while incorporating “the planning
in instruction” as the strong point of the “systematic’ concept in an integrated manner. From the
above, we conceptualized an instruction method based on the 2017 course as a further development
of the “child-centric type,” and named it the “child-centric/learning (activity)-focused process-centric
type.” It will be necessary to more practically examine how the instruction method based on the

2017 course can be “integral” in childcare practice through the comparison of daily plans.

Key words : instruction methods; Course of Study for Kindergarten; curriculum; instruction plans;

comparison
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