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Interactions with Adults Required for Preventing and Decreasing

Deviant Behaviors Related to Interpersonal Self-Expression

: Problems in Third and Fourth Graders

Tsuyoshi Sato
Imagawa Gakuen (Social Welfare Corporation)

Nursery school/children’s home Imagawa Gakuen

Abstract

Even children without developmental disorders occasionally show deviant behaviors such as
aggressive or violent interpersonal behaviors, as well as purposeful rule breaking, among others.
The author has named these behaviors “deviant behaviors related to interpersonal self-expression.”
It is known that children in third and forth grades of elementary school undergo various changes
in their feelings. This study investigated support provided for these children by adults in order to
deal with their interpersonal relationship problems. The author focused on three types of feelings
children have towards adults, i.e. “the sense of security,” “trust,” and “the sense of roles,” as motives
for solving problems. A questionnaire survey was conducted with child care staff (N=20), which
obtained their responses about 231 children. Multiple regression analysis was conducted with children
in lower, middle, and higher grades. The results indicated that the sense of security decreased deviant
behaviors in every grade. Moreover, the sense of roles decreased deviant behaviors in lower graders,
whereas it increased them in higher graders. It is suggested that adults should provide a sense of

security when interacting with children.

Key words : deviant behaviors related to interpersonal self-expression, interaction with adults,

the sense of security, trust, the sense of roles






