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Introducing Group Activities to Improve
the Qualities of Childcare Workers
. A Literature Survey

Takafumi Harada
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

The ministry of Education tried to solve this problem to ensure better quality of training
childcare workers by modifying the core-curriculum of the education program. Through this
modification, it is intended that future childcare workers obtain practical teaching ability and
adaptability.

Group activities such as Social Interaction Games, Structured Group Encounter, and Project
Adventure are practiced not only in elementary schools, junior high schools ,and high schools, but
also in higher education institutions such as universities, junior colleges, and vocational schools. In
this study, research of the last 20 years on the practice of group activities aimed at improving the
qualifications of students in higher education institutions are reviewed, and future research issues
and the possibility of practice in the training school of childcare workers are examined. As a result,
the following issues were pointed out; how long the effect of group activities can be sustained
and how generalized it can be, the process of the effect, the difference depending on the student's
personality and attitude, the difference depending on the implementation method, and the skill and
attitude on the facilitator side. By accumulating research that goes into these issues, it is thought
that it will lead to more effective practice of group activities and eventually to the training of

childcare workers who can meet the demands of the times.

Key words : childcare worker training, group activities, social interaction games,

structured group encounter, project adventure
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