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Foreign Language Education in the Elementary School
: Practice and Problems

Takami Sugimoto
Osaka Unwversity of Comprehensive Children Education

This article is about problems of elementary school English. The practice to children provides
any problems. At first, I look back on history of the English education as a background before
leading to elementary school English. Then, I gather up various English teaching methods and the
instruction form in the class of elementary school English.

Next, I confirm the aim of elementary school course of study foreign language activity, foreign
language course and think about the communication that is a keyword. And, I investigate problems
of the class practice to children based on the comprehensive learning, foreign language activity and
foreign language study. I wonder that the class practice can be substantial learning for children.
Also, it 1s necessary to ask what communication is.

As the prospects in the future, I suggest that the class plan should adapt to the learning of
elementary schoolchildren. It is desirable that children have interest for English. Their interest
will be connected in “a basis material” and “the basics”. They will become a main element of “our
knowledge system”. We need it in communication. I think that this ability should be brought up
through the class of elementary school English. If children enriched their learning, the ability could

be brought up and would lead to achieving the aim of elementary school foreign study.

Key words : elementary school course of study foreign language activity, foreign language course,

communication, class practice
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