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Processes of How Caregiver A. in Charge of Infant Care Experienced and

Overcame her Difficulties
: Through the Cooperation of a Responsive Researcher

Rumi Ishimaru
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

In the past studies on how nursery caregivers grow through advice and guidance from educators
or researchers, relationships between the two parties are often those of mentors and disciples.

In this research, the researcher takes a long period of time to establish a trusted and equal
partnership with the caregivers, where the caregivers sometimes doubt or object to what was
suggested and advised.

The main purpose of this study is to explore how caregivers are transformed to be able to think
and act independently through candid communication with the responsive researcher.

This research is based on the action research through interviews and discussions with caregiver
A. working in a one-year-old toddler’s class. Such interactions with A. lasted over a year with
frequency of once in one or two weeks. Relationship with A. was initially consultative; however, it
has evolved to be far equal and cooperative partnership.

This research focuses on “Situation IV" “Childcare Environment Setting” of the thesis “Difficulties
Infant Caregiver Faces and How to Cope with Them.”

Caregiver A. and her colleagues agreed that their class needs more toys to distract infants.
However, their proposal to purchase those toys was put on hold. In this difficulty, A. talked
and discussed many times with the researcher until she and her colleagues could find their own
solution: to make handmade toys. This was very successful.

When faced with a difficulty, caregiver A. did not only seek advice from the researcher, but
through extensive research and discussions with her colleagues, she managed to find her own
solution. Communication and equal partnership with the researcher has obviously given more

confidence to the caregiver.

Key words : infant caregiver, feeling troubled, collaboration between researcher and practitioner,

action research, responsive collaboration
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