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Trends in Research on “Playing in the Water” in Early Childhood Education

in Japan

Miyuki Hiramatsu
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

The purpose of this study was to review the previous studies on “playing in the water” in early
childhood education in Japan, and to sort out the research trends focusing on “playing in the water”
by examining and analyzing the research contents. This research, where there are few documents
targeted, is a preliminary survey simply to sort out future research issues. Although the results had
to be limited, through the literature of “playing in the water”, the research areas and components
were classified as follows, The concepts derived from the results of SCAT analysis are described in
[

1. Areas related to the practice of early childhood education [Examination of effects on early
childhood play] [Play through the environment] [Impact of memory on play experience]
[Understanding of teaching materials related to early childhood education] [Educational course
open to society]

2. Areas related to connection with childhood [Connection between early childhood and teaching
period]

3. Area of basic perspective on early childhood education [Health and safety of playing in the
water] [Understanding of teaching materials related to early childhood education]

The above results showed us that the research on “playing in the water” in early childhood
education in Japan focuses not only on the perspective of research areas related to practice, but

also on the connections after early childhood and health and safety.

Key words : early childhood, playing in the water, play, early childhood education, childcare
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