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Transition and Movement from Familial Childcare to Small-Scale Child

Care

Yuka Ooe
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

To manage the volume of children on waiting lists, the number of small-scale childcare centers
that can house children aged 0-2 years has been on the increase in recent times. Small-scale
childcare centers take in small numbers of children aged 0-2 years; thus, it is said that the care
practices in these centers resemble that of familial childcare. Although there are a few studies on
transitions in conventional home-based childcare centers and quantitative surveys of small-scale
childcare centers, there are no surveys on the characteristics of the childcare. This study explores
the qualitative characteristics that define the “familial childcare practices” by focusing on small-
scale childcare centers. As stated in the 2018 revision of the Child Care Guidelines for Childcare
Centers, the study will highlight the settings that nuture children’s individuality through daily infant

care and play and the voles played by care providers.

Key words : Familial childcare, Small-scale childcare, Childcare for minors, Infant and toddler

childcare
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