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A Study of Methods with Hearing Impairment Children
: From the Survey of the Questionnaire to Parents

Keiko Otsuchi
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

In recent years, with the advancement of hearing aids and cochlear implants, the number of
hearing-impaired children who can use their sense of hearing has been increasing. In this study,
communication methods used between hearing-impaired children in infancy and childhood and their
parents, teachers, and friends were clarified through a survey of their parents. The results suggest
that the communication methods used by teachers differ in schools for the deaf and mainstream
schools. Teachers at the schools for the deaf use oral language, sign language, and fingerspelling
no matter what communication methods their students use. Teachers at the mainstream schools
tend not to provide support such as sign language for children who have oral communication skills.
In recent years, the number of hearing-impaired children enrolled in mainstream schools has been
increasing, but even if they are able to speak audibly, they cannot obtain all the information by
listening. It was suggested that teachers who are responsible for the education of hearing-impaired
children need to use sign language, fingerspelling, and other visual aids in addition to auditory-

verbal communication in order to provide them with proper education.

Key words : hearing impairment, sign language, fingerspelling, auditory dictation
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