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Analysis of Textbooks Pertaining to the Domain of Expression Published

Since 2008
: A Focus on Sounds and Music in Early Childhood Education

Tomoko Tanaka
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

The purpose of this study is to elucidate the experiences of sounds and music that foster
children’s creativity. Cases in which children listen to, explore, and inquire into sounds and music
presented in the textbooks of early childhood teacher training schools were analyzed. Then, based
on the findings, we discuss the matters that students should understand with regard to the teaching
method for the “expression” domain. Nineteen textbooks on the domain of expression published
since 2008 were sampled, and fifty-eight cases of children listening to, exploring, and inquiring
into sounds and music in early childhood education were analyzed. The details of the cases were
classified into six categories: “noticing and listening to sounds,” “exploring while listening to sounds,”
“activities of intentionally creating sounds,” “playing with musical instruments,” “vocal expression
and creating songs,” and “enjoying rhythm and beat.” The analysis shows that creativity is nurtured
when children engage in such experiences as exploring and inquiring into various sounds by
carefully listening and using their five senses while interacting with their environment and creating
music while responding in an improvised manner using familiar object and voices. Furthermore,
the findings also indicate that children’s creativity is fostered in three gradual phases: early phase,
exploratory phases, and inquisitive phase. The aforementioned findings suggest that learner should
understand the importance of paying attention to a child’s expression and understand and support

the phase in which the child is currently in.

Key words : expression in early childhood educational content, textbooks, early childhood education

site, exploration and inquiry, creating sounds and music
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