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Educational Effectiveness of Year-Round Internships

. Current Status and Issues

Kengo Oshima, Keiichiro Shibata

Tomoko Tamagawa, Koichiro Nakatsu

[Abstract]

The purpose of this study is to examine and analyze the educational effects of internship experiences.
Our university is one of the few childcare training institutions that offer internship programs one day
a week throughout the year. Since Osaka Comprehensive Childcare University is the only one that has
introduced a similar format, there are few articles that can be compared as prior research. Therefore,
after organizing the internship approach, we conducted a questionnaire survey and interviews with
students. A close examination of the internship classes to date reveals that although students have learned
individually through their journals, they have not had the opportunity to share their learning with the
group, and therefore, it is necessary to review the annual schedule and develop a class progression and
development with a clear outlook. In addition, based on the questionnaire survey and interviews, there
was no significant difference in the students’ motivation to learn between those who had done internships
and those who had not done internships. There is an urgent need to further investigate what students
expect from internships and practical training, and to provide them with opportunities to learn. In the
future, we would like to further explore students true intentions by reconsidering and implementing the

questionnaire. Another issue is how to visualize the students’ own sense of growth and learning process.
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