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Analysis of Names of Organisms in Narrative Texts in Elementary School

Japanese Language Textbooks

Daiki Miyazaki
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

This study aims to determine the frequency of occurrence of the names of organisms and

creatures in narrative text material in elementary Japanese language textbooks, and the trends in

their occurrence. Reading the emotions of the characters is an important part of learning narrative

material in elementary school Japanese language classes. However, it is not easy to practice

such lessons. New clues are required to practice reading the emotions of the characters. Here,

we focused on animals, which are often depicted anthropomorphically as characters, and animals

and plants, or organisms, which are often depicted as part of scenes that express the emotions of

the characters. The analysis of the names of organisms in elementary school Japanese language

storybooks revealed that they appeared in 109 of the 115 storybooks published in all elementary

school Japanese language textbooks. The number of plant names was slightly larger than that of

animal names, and while familiar animal names such as “bear,” “rabbit,” and “dog” appeared more

frequently in the lower grades, names of organisms that are not so well known, such as “balloon

flower,” “Grey Field-speedwell,” and “Demoiselle Crane” tended to appear as the grades increased.

Key words : elementary Japanese language textbooks, narrative text materials, biological names,

analysis of teaching materials
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