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Effectiveness of Support Based on the Perspective of Applied Behavior
Analysis for Children’s “Concerned Behavior” by Childcare Workers

Nobutaka Ogata
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

The purpose of this study was to clarify how childcare workers perceive the “concerning
behavior” of children under their care, and how these workers try to provide support to these
children. A further purpose was to investigate the efficacy of an Applied Behavioral Analysis
(ABA) perspective in providing such support. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with
10 childcare workers, and an analysis was carried out using the Grounded Theory Approach. The
results clarified the following scenario. That is, even when there is appropriate “support tailored
to the specific child and the child’'s circumstances and situation,” there is no real sense that “the
support went well” (i.e., achieved its targeted aims), which leads to a “negative assessment.”
When viewed from the perspective of ABA, the results suggested that childcare workers are not
sufficiently analyzing and interpreting the factors of children’s “concerning behaviors,” nor the
results of their support. If childcare workers can learn the fundamental theories of ABA, then the

childcare skills they have accumulated through their experiences can function even better.

Key words : children that cause concern, support, childcare, Applied Behavioral Analysis,

Grounded Theory Approach
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