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A Study of Conversation among Young Children in a
Building Block Play Setting

: Comparison of 2-Year-Old and 4-Year-Old Children about Sharing
the Image of a Building Block

Yaeko Yamamoto
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

In this study, we clarified the way that toddlers established conversation. We analyzed 4-minute
data from the building block playground of 6 pairs of Z2-year-olds and 9 pairs of 4-year-olds, and
conducted statistical tests of between-group differences in the number of turns, the type of adjacent
pairs, the shared information content of the established conversation, and the sharing of the pairs’
building block structures. The results showed that for the number of turns, 4 or more was higher
in the 4-year-old group. The frequency of “contingent speech” in response to the partner’s speech
was greater in the 4-year-old group, while the frequency of “noncontingent speech” in response to
the partner’s speech and “imitative speech” was greater in the 2-year-old group. Sharing the same
building block configuration and inviting others to make the same building block structures were
not observed in the 2-year-old group, but only in the 4-year-old group. Furthermore, there was a
strong correlation between the sharing of building blocks among children and conversations that
began with a building block-inspired utterance. These results indicate that children in the 4-year-old
group begin to share images of building block structures with their partners and establish the

conversation.

Key words : peer talk among children, common ground, image sharing,

play setting with building blocks
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