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Non-schematic Elements and Drawing-Surface Perception in
Children’s Descriptive Drawing Expressions

Makoto. KURIYAMA
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

abstract

Forms of enjoyment not influenced by formal consciousness, for example, schema and drawing-
surface configuration, are believed to be reflected in descriptive expressions in children’s drawings.
Therefore, in this study, we examined non-schematic items (lines and ambiguous forms) and
drawing-surface perception, which are seen in descriptive drawing expressions. The methodology
involved analyzing drawings created by children in the study and dividing them into eight
patterns based on the presence of fixed schema, base lines, and narrativity. On investigating the
tendencies, two observations emerged. First, as a non-schematic element, the existence of “lines
of movement” was commonly observed in the descriptive expressions. Their properties are judged
to be different from those of exploratory tactile lines, which appear when there is no narrativity
and are representational tactile lines as an extension of gestures. Second, it was suggested that in
the drawing-surface space perception in descriptive expressions, the possible range of expressions
increases when drawing paper itself is used as the basal surface, rather than when the base lines are

set at the beginning.

Key words : descriptive expression, children's drawings, schema, base line, drawing-surface space

perception
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