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Problems in Students’ Skills to Write Short Essays and Ways
of Improving the Skills

:Through Analyses of Essays Written by the First Year Students

Kayoko Miyazaki
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

It has been said that university students’ reading and writing skills have been declined. Some
effective measures should be taken in order to improve their writing skills. Accordingly, the present
author analyzed the essays written by freshmen of a private university in Osaka. And the findings
are the following:

- They are poor at using words and grammars correctly and often confuse spoken language and

written language.

+ They lack skills to write logically and consequently are not efficient enough in writing

according to who they are writing to and what writing purposes they have with.

- They cannot fulfil satisfactorily the required amount of the essays. Neither can be skillful

enough to express their main points, and the structures of their essays are poor.

The above are crucial to write effective essays, and must have been taught at elementary school,
and junior and senior high school, but are not learned enough.

In order to develop their writing skills, some effective teaching ways should be taken.

These ways must be planned taking the real classroom situation into consideration and proved

their effectiveness by analyzing the teaching results.

Key words : investigation into students’ writing skills of short essays, ability of abstracting,

ability of constructing essays
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