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How Do Early Childhood Education Majors Continue to
Study in the Long-term Internship Program?

Tomoko Saeki

Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

This paper describes the factors that are specific to early childhood education majors who
continue to study in the long-term internship program. In particular, in one university where the
internship program changes from the required course to the elective one when becoming the
junior year, I compared students who continued to study with those who did not, especially about
their internship’s experiences and learning outcomes. According to the results of the longitudinal
questionnaire survey, it was firstly found that the former had more experiences and learning
outcomes than the latter. Secondly, while the former changed more positively on the end of the

sophomore year than the freshman, the latter showed little change.

Key words : training for childcare workers and elementary school teachers, long-term internship

program, continuity/ non-continuity





