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Moral Education Based on Biographies

:A Viewpoint towards Historic Changes and the Make of Teaching
Materials

Yoshimasa Fuzita

Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

The purpose of this research is to observe the educational significance of biographies, and to
pursue better practical methods for utilizing biographies through analyzing the opposing arguments
and opinions regarding problems in the use of biographies in moral education.

We believe that biographies can be used as effective resources in the education of morals.
However, there are some points to which we need to pay particular attention. Those points are

described below.

(D Even the noblest people are still simply human and have troubles and worries.
We will focus on this point in order to level with the children.

(2) While particularly focusing on turning points (of people’s lives), we will help these children look
at turning points in their own life which they have not yet realized.

(3 Rather than focus on the results or actions of people, we will help the children focus more on the
thoughts and emotions which brought about those actions in order to dig below the surface and
help them think more deeply about the values of intentions.

(4) We will help them concentrate more on the value in living an earnest life rather than results such
as success or failure.

(5) When dealing with the biographies of living people, we will guide the children to look more at
the planning and efforts which lead towards those people’s success.

(6) When dealing with the quotes of people, we will guide students to become able to develop

discussions about one’s way of life as they advance through school.

Key words : moral education, biography, anecdote, “Our morality”, development
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