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Developmental Characteristics of Conversations among Young Children

at the Daily Nursery Setting

Yaeko Yamamoto
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

In order to clarify the characteristics of conversations between young children, this study
collected free conversations in daily childcare situations among young children from 2.5 to 6.5
years old. The observed scenes were during set-up, meals, changing clothes, naps, snacks, and free-
play. Statistical tests of different age groups were conducted for the number of turns of utterance,
function of the utterance at the beginning of the conversation and contents of information shared in
the collected 230 conversations. The results showed that two-turn conversations, and conversations
in which visible objects were discussed were more common in the 2- and 3-year-old groups.
In contrast, turn 3 and above speech alternations and image-sharing conversations were more
common In the group of 4-year-olds and older. The first utterances at the start of conversations
were ‘commands” in the 2- and 3-year-old groups, and “statements” in the 4-year-old group. The
developmental ability to form these types of conversations among young children seems to appear

in the 4-year-old and older groups.

Key words : peer talk, turns of speech, conversation sharing information,

function of the first utterance
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