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A Study on Continuity between Childcare in Early Childhood
and Learning Mathematics in Elementary School

:Through a Classification of Mathematical Activities by Behavior

Akiyo Higashio

Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

When looking at the education of nursery school and kindergarten students, and the math
education for elementary school students, it is important to look at education as ongoing, and to

realize where focus should be placed at the different stages.

In this study, in order to establish a viewpoint on “the ongoing education spreading over the
nursery school and kindergarten stage through to the elementary school stage, with a focus on
mathematics” I have classified the mathematical activities into 7 groups.

The results revealed that all seven groups were important.

The groups “counting” and “comparing” proved to be the most important and it was found that
the accumulation of experience in these two areas was particularly important in nursery school and

kindergarten education.

In elementary school education the focus should be placed on connecting these experiences to

aid students in acquiring mathematical concepts.

The above provides one possible viewpoint in the realization of the “continuity of learning”

when applied to mathematics.
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