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On Developmental Tasks that Foster Living Powers in
Children with Intellectual Disabilities

Yoshiko Noguchi
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

The purpose of this paper is to clarify desirable developmental tasks that foster ‘living
powers’ in children with intellectual disabilities as a practical guideline for independent activities,
a necessary path to take for fulfilling their social independence. To achieve this goal, we attempt
to provide a critical review on the concept of developmental tasks, which are considered to be
necessary for lifelong development, and reconstruct its significance in modern society.

Since the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Japan has
been working hard toward building an inclusive education system, in which continuous diverse
learning environments are provided with an aim to realize a society that embraces diversity and
mutual learning. In such a society, the concept of developmental tasks, at the foundation of human
development, should serve as a basic guideline for the independence and social participation of
children with intellectual disabilities.

Developmental tasks that nurture ‘living powers’ in these intellectually disabled children
will be built on top of the foundation of both social tasks that are common to every child and the

concept of ego development, as grown in relation to the society in which they live.

Key words : inclusive education system, special needs education, living powers,

developmental tasks, ego development,
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