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FHRRARHM, BERLHHMET L THERIEDLZLHHLH, FHLREEIIEZDS
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Blehar, Waters, & Wall, 1978). “ L CEETIZV F ¥ —F - KRINVEART VR - A=~
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The Present and Future of Infant Care in the USA

Mika Oogata*, Tetsujun Tamaki*, Mary McMullen**
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**Indiana University

This article is based upon a keynote speech delivered by Dr. Mary Benson McMullen to the
Japan Society of Research on Early Childhood Care and Education Annual Conference. This speech
was delivered at one of the symposiums organized by the Japan Society of Research on Early
Childhood Care and Education Annual Conference, and the title of the symposium was “Infant
Care in the US, Today and in the Future”. This article starts with seven philosophical principles
of Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) for birth to age three, which is defined by Dr.
McMullen in the recent publication (McMullen, 2013). Relationship-based practices based upon
DAP are then described, focusing on the examples of ‘continuity of care,” and ‘primary caregiving
assignments.’ Finally, there is a proposal on the way to adapt these philosophical guidelines and
practices, especially relationship-based practices, for the development of infants and toddlers care

in Japan. The background to hold this symposium is detailed as a Research Note in the last section.

Key words : infants and toddlers care, DAP, relation-based, continuity of care, primary caregiver
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