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The Reorientation of the Concept of Cooperativity in Early-Child
Education from T. Muto’s Theory ‘Cooperativity as Embodied Mind’

Yosuke Hirota
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

Abstract

After the proposal from Japanese Central Council for Education in 2005 and the revision of Course
of study for Kindergarten in 2008, the researchers and practioners on early childhood education and
care have studied and discussed the new keyword “Cooperation”. Currently, towards the revision of
Course of study for Kindergarten in 2018, the concept of ‘cooperativity’ as one of the desirable skills
of children is being defined from the diversified standpoints. On basis of the flow of such discussions,
my aim on this paper is to overview the concept of ‘cooperativity’ as both the general word and the
terminology, and to try to reorientate it referring to the previous discussions on the early childhood
education and care studies. By this conceptualization I rely on the studies of Takashi Muto and show
one of the constellations of ‘cooperativity as embodied mind’. The idea of this embodied mind has not
been reflected theoretically on the ongoing discussions on the ‘cooperativity” and I have the research
plan to connect this idea with the ‘cooperativity’ in the early childhood education so that this paper is

the conceptional foundation for it.

Key words : cooperativity, embodied Mind, Takashi Muto, course of study for Kindergarten






