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Structures in Infant Nursing Practices in Childcare Policy
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Abstract

This study continues research to understand infant care practice structures. In the previous paper
from this study (Oogata, 2014), infant care practice structures were divided into 4 types of models
(referred to in this paper as A, B, C, and D types) (reference Note 1). Based on the prior study, this
paper focuses on the organization of the aims and procedures of creating teaching plans using a
questionnaire survey targeting nursery school teachers and attempts to find how the 4 types fit into
actual practice structures. The survey was composed of 5 sections, 1) teaching plan format (what is
described), 2) organization method of aims, 3) style of monthly teaching plans (what is described), 4)
aims of monthly teaching plans, and 5) reflections on childcare. Analysis results showed that all the
types were present overall. Extracting types from the created formats, we found that 1) childcare
curriculum, yearly teaching plans, monthly teaching plans, weekly plans, and individual teaching plans
made up over 80% and semester teaching plans and daily plans made up about 30-65%. When we
looked at 2) organization of aims, Type D (emphasis on children’s voluntariness) made up 90% and
Type C (emphasis on aims) made up over 80%. Looking at the organization of aims from activities,
Type A (emphasis on simple activities) and Type B (emphasis on desired activities) were about 60%
each. Required items in 3) the style of monthly teaching plans were part of a specific framework.
Over 80% were aims, content, lifestyle, home cooperation, care support, and creating environment,
and we can guess that these assumed Types C and D. On the other hand, both Type A play and
Type B activities were 73.3% and were quite low. Type D, which is 4) setting aims based on children’
s actual state, was higher, 88.6%, and we found the same tendency as for 2). Type A, which sets
aims based on activities, was 63.6%, and Type B was 71.6%. We found that for Type C, which was
over 60%, aims were set based on the area, emotions, motivation, and attitude. Close to 80% were 5)
children’s appearance, followed by caregiver's encouragement 56.3%. Activity content and activity
aims were low at around 30%. Thus, based on the questionnaire survey results, the structure of
infant care practices is a mix of the 4 types. These results present issues that should be investigated
more deeply by practitioners and researchers. There are few previous studies, and this paper will
help investigate practice structures. In the future, we will conduct interviews with new and mid-level

teachers in charge and continue to study the 4 types.
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