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Change from Special Education for the Special Needs Education
: The Historical Background and Recent Trend

Emiko Fukuyama
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

Abstract

In 2006, the “Law to Amend Part of School Education” was announced, and since 2007, there has
been a shift from traditional special education to special needs education. This study aims to clarify
the various angles of the recent trend from special education to special needs education, based on the
shift of international and national views on disabled persons and the corresponding flow of policies
for disabled persons in the country, which are background to the movement of education for disabled
children.

Chapter 1 clarifies the concept of normalization supporting a inclusive society, citing Bank-
Mikkelsen and Nirje. It also states Nirje's idea of normalization and trends toward realizing
normalization in the United Nations and Japan.

Chapter 2 states the policies for disabled persons in the United Nations and Japan and explores
further detail the “Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” and the “Disability
Discrimination Elimination Law” in particular.

Chapter 3 describes the history of shift from ICIDH to ICF and each element of ICF to examine
the transition of the concept of disability.

Chapter 4 clarifies the historical background of special needs education, from the viewpoint that it
is not limited to educational settings and that it understands each individual's educational needs and

provides the appropriate guidance and support, while also focusing on educational settings.

Key words : special needs education, normalization united nations, inclusive society,

concept of disability
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