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The Crying of Infants and Human Contact (II):
An Observation-based Study

. * . * %
Kiyoe Sasamoto , Mika Oogata
* Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate school
** Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

Focusing on the crying of infants at a nursery school, this paper aims to identify the reasons for
their crying and the role of nursery teachers in that process. The authors have analysed the records
in which nursery teachers observed the behaviour of ten infants for the year starting 1 April 2012
when they joined Nursery School A in City A (except for one infant who started attending the school
on 20 October in the same year). The infants were all aged between 0 and 12 months when they
joined the school. From the records, the authors have selected descriptions involving their crying, and
classified them into nine categories in order to gauge the effects of the teachers’ responses. We have
found that the infants cried because they had ‘the direct desire to seek the teacher’s attention’, but
they also cried to express a ‘desire involving a good or an action’ or ‘discomfort involving a good or
an action’. When the crying involved a good or an action, the frequency of their crying increased as
they became older. Younger infants also cried because of a good or an action, but the exact reasons
changed as they became older. They started to cry in response to other infants as they became older.
Younger infants cried in the presence of their parents when they started the school, presumably
because they sensed a change in their environment. The infants cried when they were unwell, and
many parents responded to their crying based on this assumption. Some infants cried while asleep,
and this type of crying may contain a request for urgent help and require special attention. All in all,
the infants cried for many reasons, and their crying depended on their personality, age, environment,
and physical condition. Therefore, the nursery teacher has to respond to their crying case-by-case,
considering these factors. It is equally important for nursery teachers and other adults to take the

infants’ stage of development into account in responding to their crying.

Key words : infants, crying, the role of nursery teachers
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