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A Study of Team Teaching in Special Needs Education

: Through Designing the List for the Benefits of Team Teaching and
the AT’s Evaluation Sheet at Special Needs Education School for
Intellectually Disability

Emiko Fukuyama
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

In Chapter I, I described the definition and history of team teaching.

Team teaching is being defined widely as a kind of classroom organization that includes a group of
teachers and the students the teachers are in charge of, is understood as something that is flexible,
not one-dimensional but characterized by diversity, and from the point of view of the students team
teaching functions not just within the classroom, but is alive and functioning in the entire school
education.

Historically, the origins of team teaching lie in the goals of preventing the transfer of outstanding
faculty due to the introduction of the job classification system in the United States, resolving teacher
shortage, and reorganization of classrooms based on the cooperation system. In Japan, however, it
was conducted as one of the techniques to counter the problems of the system of homeroom teachers
in elementary schools. In various special education schools, team teaching arose from classroom
reforms and teaching techniques that developed from the necessity of teaching in accordance with
the individual issues of children.

In Chapter II, we examined team teaching issues in special needs education schools for
intellectually disability. In the survey on team teaching implemented by the Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Osaka Prefecture Education and Research Institute, and
Fujioka (2000) in general schools, the issues of [research on teaching materials and securing time for
preparations and meetings], [perquisites for conducting classes], including [securing time for meetings]
were mentioned. In past research, [the difficulties in mutual understanding] and [inconsistencies in
teaching] have been cited as the weak points of team teaching. From the author’s experience, it is
difficult to develop a class with the aim of mutual understanding when the children’s views and the
perspectives of the teaching differ.

In Chapter III, I studied the merits of team teaching from past research, and constructed a [the
List for the Benefits of team teaching] (Table 2) resulting in, O nurturing individual-based teaching,
(2 clarification of sharing of roles, @ the structure of the relationships among teachers, @ the
structure of the relationship between the teacher and the child, ® the shaping of the competence of
the teachers, and (6 physical effects.

In Chapter 1V, I described the history of the construction of the assistant teacher (hereafter, AT)
support evaluation chart. Specifically, using the [Techniques and Skills for Support and Guidance of
Team Teaching in Special Education Schools] (Document 2) constructed and arranged by the Ibaraki
Prefecture Research and Training Center, we conducted an examination of the items corresponding
to the techniques for support and guidance of [Techniques for Support and Guidance of Team
Teaching] (Table 4) focusing on concrete examples applicable in classes in special support schools for
intellectually disabled, and constructed an [AT’s evaluation sheet] (Table 6).

Key words : team teaching, main teacher (MT), assist teacher (AT), the List for the Benefits of team
teaching, AT’s evaluation sheet
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