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K5O AR
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(BB #) A>T 104 | #uUxL 314
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Hy 4% L 1894
1BV O A I (14.9%) (82.9%)
L 5% (22%)
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e VNEOED) 114 % (809%) 27 % (191%) ok
BIZHES B3 OERARLBET
(Ebohenil) | (Eb6hEwn)l)
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A Questionnaire Survey on the Self-determination Rights at the

Clinic for Nursery Department University Students

Toshiaki Sato
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education Graduate School

Children’s rights to self-determination should be protected in medical care. Although children aged
15 years or older have a reserved right to self-determination, which may also be entrusted to parents
depending on the custody and children’s capacity to sign a contract, little is known about the realities
of children’s right to self-determination in the context of medical care. We conducted a questionnaire-
based survey on these rights with university students in childcare programs as participants because
they were in an intermediary stage between childhood and adulthood. Approximately half of the
228 respondents were under 20 years of age, 83% were females, and 15% had a chronic disease.
University students visited their doctors on their own except the department of surgery, they
acknowledged their freedom in communicating with their doctors, understanding their explanations,
and making choices based on their best interests. However, they responded that they would follow
their parents’ decisions if they have a disagreement about treatment, which suggested their reliance

on their parents, respect for their feelings, and practice of paternalism.

Key words : university students, self-determination rights, pediatric healthcare, Children’s rights
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