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Abstract

A new vision of childcare for infants and toddlers

: Integrated nursery care

Key words :  Child care and education for infants and toddlers organizing of
educational planning, Guideline of Day-care center for child care and

education, Pedagogy for infants and toddlers

The aim of this study was to elucidate the principles of curriculum creation for childcare
for infants and toddlers and outline a vision of the future care provided for them. In preschool
education, there has been a tendency for the integration of nursery schools with kindergartens
to attract more attention than childcare for infants and toddlers. Considering that childcare
support needs and the number of children under the age of three who require childcare is on
a rise, it is essential to focus on the childcare system for infants and toddlers, which has
not received much attention to date. Against this background, this study examined childcare
for infants and toddlers, focusing on ideas relating to the “infant/toddler childcare plan”
approach and its organizational methods. Special consideration was paid to infant/toddler
childcare in relation to “the process of development as a person” while exploring ideas based
on which caregivers are able to undertake the required work. As such, the following aspects
are discussed

The first is based on the fact that “nursery school childcare guidelines” lead
administratively to the creation of prototypes of childcare for infants and toddlers
Therefore, the ideas underlying the organization of two nursery school guidelines from 1965
and 2008 were chosen for analysis and summarization. The results indicated that the principles
of teaching plan creation and teaching methods changed during this period, and therefore
examination was carried out based on these two different sets of principles. The 1965 guidelines

were based on the concept of “activism,” which involves selecting and arranging activities



while focusing on preferable activities. The 2008 guidelines, in contrast, were based on the
concept of “target focusing,” which involves setting targets according to different domains
based on “feelings, motivation, and attitudes” while respecting children’s individuality.
Furthermore, these two concepts do not conflict with each other and their integration at a
practical level is suggested

Second, examples of childcare course organization, which is the foundation for teaching plan
creation, were investigated to determine how these two directions of principles and contents
have developed. The results showed that in relation to childcare course organization, these
two directions were observed in the positioning of the childcare field, the relationship between
targets and contents, and the positioning of activities. It was found to be necessary to
re—examine the principles of teaching plan creation themselves for infant/toddler childcare

Third, an examination was carried out to determine how the directions for infant/toddler
childcare principles and organizational methodology were utilized in infant/toddler childcare
in practical settings. This was studied to examine whether the two directions discussed above
are regularly used in practice. The results showed that these directions were also observed
in the actual practice of infant/toddler childcare.

Fourth, regarding the directions for infant/toddler childcare principles and organizational
methodology, previous studies reported in university textbooks on infant/toddler childcare
were compared and these directions were evaluated. The results revealed that the two
abovementioned directions for infant/toddler childcare and organizational methodology were
also found in university textbooks

The fifth issue relates to the fact that the two directions do not conflict, although it
is necessary to re—examine the principles for teaching plan creation in the case of
infant/toddler childcare. Therefore, the following issues were considered. In relation to
activities and targets in childcare plans, the concept of “complementary life activities”
is proposed. In other words, it is necessary for infants and toddlers to receive assistance

from adults in order to accomplish activities. For example, even in a simple activity such



as grabbing an object, if there are no objects within a child’s reach, no grabbing action can
take place. However, if the child is provided support from an adult who, for example, captures
the child s attention by shaking a rattle, a grabbing action takes place

This is described as a complementary relationship, and the present study clarified that it
is possible to position this as the foundation of infant/toddler childcare.

This complementary relationship is directly linked to the development of infants’ and
toddlers’'relationships, and this paper suggests classifications such as “dependent life
activities,” “complimentary life activities,” and “voluntary life activities.” In the two
types of organization theories examined, adults and children are in a binary confrontational
position. However, the concept of complementary positioning revealed differences in the
emphasis of this relationship, and at the same time showed that the relationship between adults
and children is not in opposition but complementary. Here, this relationship was clarified
through concrete life and play activities of infants and toddlers while taking into
consideration their point of view.

In conclusion, childcare course organization was proposed based on life adaptation and play,
focusing on children’s activities and caregivers’ encouragement while integrating the nursery
school childcare guidelines from 1967 and 2008. Additionally, as infants’ and toddlers’
development takes place gradually in everyday life, flexible teaching plan creation from the
point of view of children was suggested as part of the “complementary life activities”

approach for infants less than one year old and for toddlers from one to three years old.
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