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The State of Moral Education that Uses Teaching Materials

Based on Feeling and Awe

Yoshimasa Fujita Koichi Hyotani
Osaka University of Comprehensive Children Education

The goal of this study is to examine the state of moral education that utilizes the characteristics
of teaching materials based on feeling and awe. Compared to the past, voices emphasizing the
difficulties in using moral education teaching materials based on feeling and awe for instructional
purposes have become more prevalent. This is due to the drastic contrast between approaches. On
one hand, most of the teaching materials that are created based on topics portraying the values
of morality consider ethical issues that become behavioral criteria such as the moral assessment
of matters and right versus wrong. On the other hand, moral education teaching materials based
on feeling and awe portray the beauty of nature and the human heart through experiencing the
aesthetics in being moved by this type of beauty or by embracing the emotion of awe. Specifically
within materials that portray the beauty of the human heart, rather than trying to get students to
imitate the behavior within those materials, it is best to construct a class that, through considering
the motives behind behaviors, makes the students realize that there is more to simply losses and

gains based on actions, and that humans desire this kind of beauty.

Key words : moral education, teaching materials, beauty, feeling and awe, emotions



